
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Marie Klopfenstein       

Department: Applied Health       Phone Number: (618) 650-3492 

E-mail Address:   maklopf@siue.edu                                 Campus Box: 1147 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 3 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 [] This project deals with community outreach.  

 [] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature.  

 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 6 hours 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?  No     

 

Location of research/creative activities:  SPPA Research Lab, Science East  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
  When transitioning, transgender individuals seek to match their gender identity and may wish to change their 

voices to better match their gender identity. For some, hormone therapy will change (deepen) the voice, but those 

with feminine identities cannot change their voices through hormones. Some speech-language pathologists provide 

voice services to transgender individuals, but there is no current research on how accessible these services are. In 

addition,  

   individuals who are transgender are more likely to live in poverty, experience job insecurity, and encounter 

discrimination, so may also experience these as barriers to obtaining services. This research is designed to survey 

transgender individuals to gather information about their experiences with voice, voice services, and access to 

healthcare.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
 Students will transcribe interviews with transgender individuals about their voices, experiences with healthcare, and 

possible access or barriers to voice services if desired. Students will utilize transcription software to help make 

transcription easier and learn transcription conventions commonly used in qualitative research. Students will also 

assist in preparing quantitative survey data for publication.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
  Students will learn the basics of qualitative research by transcribing interviews, using transcription software, and 

employing transcription conventions. Students will also learn quantitative research methods used in surveys.  

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

 I can only select students who are available to work on transcription in the lab during office hours (9-4:30pm) on 

weekdays. Because of the sensitive nature of the interviews and data, transcription and data analysis can only be 

done on our lab computer.  

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

N/A 

 

 


